
NCW %&C'()&* N+WS - 

.+(N&+ S/+*0S '( 1*)0 '2+  
34 *NN&%+)S*)5 (6 (/+)*'&(N /+7+S'*. 

 

"mme%iate N*+, Past Presi%ent M2* 3as in4ite% 56 t7e Maltese ,ustralian 
,ssociation to gi4e t7e *ommemorati4e ,%%ress at t7e S7elter o> Peace 
at t7e S7rine o> Remem5rance in Mel5ourne on Sun%a6 @At7 ,ugust 
ABBC to marD t7e EFt7 ,nni4ersar6 o> GHeration Pe%estal in 7onour o> 
all t7ose lost at Sea %uring t7e con4o6s to Malta.!!
!"#$%&'()*($+'(&",+$(-'."#$/($+'(01+")2(3'"*,(4//"/$'-(35(-'/$&)5'&/(6'-3%&5(
and Penn into Malta in 1942 sourced from Operation Pedestal website.!

Gn t7is 4er6 sHecial anni4ersar6, 37ile 7onouring all 
t7ose 37o tooD Hart in GHeration Pe%estal – let us 
Ha6 a sHecial tri5ute to t7e 3omen o> MaltaJ 
 

K7e6 are 6our mot7ers an% gran%mot7ers, 3i4es, sisL
ters, aunts an% cousins, 37o all earne% t7e Meorge 
*ross %uring t7ose %i>>icult an% %arD 3artime 6ears – 
 

+7o nurse% an% nurture% t7eir >amilies an% 37o 
some7o3 manage% to Hut >oo% on t7e ta5le %uring 
t7e se4ere s7ortagesJ 
 

Nisualise a small islan% in t7e mi%%le o> t7e Me%iterL
ranean –@@E square miles in ePtent – 3it7 se4eral 
ot7er islan%s close 56J  NaHoleon caHture% it on 7is 
3a6 to Eg6Ht – 5ut 3it7 t7e 7elH o> Nelson, t7e isL
lan%ers re5elle% an% t7en *HGSE to 5e Hart o> t7e 
Sritis7 EmHire – "n @TBU Nelson sai% 07(#)*/"-'&(849$4(
4/( 4( :)/$( ":.)&$4*$( )%$;)&<( )=( 7*-"4>( ( "$( ;"99( '?'&(
,"?'( %/( ,&'4$( "*=9%'*#'( "*( $+'( 6'?4*$>7( +).'(;'(;"99(
*'?'&(,"?'("$(%.@2((an% in @VWA t7is 5eleaguere% naL
tion 3as t7e one unconquere% Sritis7 5astion in t7e 
Me%J 
 

"ts HoHulation 3as a quarter o> a million – Hlus 
@T,BBB trooHsJ  
 

,n% t7e6 3ere star4ingJ  StaHles suc7 as >lour >or 
5rea% an% Hasta, >uel oil >or >ig7ting an% Derosene 
>or cooDing, lig7ting an% 7eating 3ere in criticall6 
s7ort suHHl6J  K7e ration o> Derosene >or t3o HeoHle 
>or a 3eeD 3as t3o HintsJ K7e co>>ee issue 
(everyone’s favourite drink!)  was one and threeL
quarters o> an ounce Her 3eeD 5et3een t7ree HeoL
HleJ  HouseDeeHing 3as a %ail6 5attle in Malta – as 
t7e islan%s cannot gro3 enoug7 staHles an% 7a% to 
5e suHHlie% 56 seaJ  Xlour, >uel oil an% Derosene 5eL
ing t7e most imHortantJ Sut some7o3 t7e 7ouse3i4es 
manage% to Hut some 5rea% on t7e ta5le, o>ten goL
ing 3it7out t7emsel4esJ K7e6 literall6 DeHt t7e 7ome 
>ires 5urningJ 
 

K7e6 3ere liDe t7e rocD t7at comHrises t7e islan%s o> 
MaltaJ  So>t limestone 5ecomes as 7ar% as granite 
37en ePHose% to airJ  Maltese 3omen 5ecome as 
7ar% as granite 37en ePHose% to a%4ersit6J  Ha% it 
not 5een >or t7e man6 ca4erns in t7is t6He o> rocD, 
gi4ing sa>e s7elter an% storage, man6 more li4es 
3oul% 7a4e 5een lostJ E4en t7e sc7ools 3ere taug7t 
un%ergroun%J 
 

 

*runc7 time came in ,ugust @VWA – , mont7 a3a6 
>rom star4ation, Malta 5arel6 sur4i4e% @B,BBB  
enem6 sorties, it 3as t7e most 5om5e% Hiece o> eart7 
in EuroHeJ  "> Malta coul% not 5e resuHHlie% it 3oul% 
7a4e to 5e surren%ere%J  K7ere 3oul% 5e no 5ase to 
5locDa%e suHHlies to Nort7 ,>rica an% Rommel 3oul% 
7a4e triumH7e% instea% o> running out o> HetrolJ  He 
sai% 7imsel>  A849$4>(+4/($+'(9"?'/()=(:4*5($+)%/4*-/(
)=(B'&:4*(4*-(7$49"4*(/)9-"'&/()*("$/(#)*/#"'*#'@2 
 

K7roug7 e4er6 sort o> Hri4ation, %i>>icult6 an% %anL
ger, t7roug7 >ire, ruin an% %eat7, t7e Maltese, so 3ell 
suHHorte% 56 t7eir 3omen, 7el% >astJ 
 

+e Ha6 tri5ute to t7e 7eroes o> GHeration Pe%estal 
3it7 gratitu%e to%a6 – 37en t7e criHHle% tanDer 
OHIO limped into Valetta’s Grand Harbour on Au-
gust @Ft7 – Yu5ilant cro3%s line% t7e Hort – an% t7e 
brass band played  ‘Rule Britannia’.  A gunner on the 
suHHorting %estro6er HMS Penn sai%  0C'(-"-(*)$(4/<(
=)&(.&4"/'@(C'(+4-()*95(-)*'(;+4$(;'(/'$()%$( $)(-)@2( 
OHIO’s fuel supplies were rapidly pumped into two 
ot7er 3aiting storageLtanDers onl6 minutes 5e>ore 
s7e settle% on t7e 5ottomJ    
 

+it7 rene3e% 4igour –  an% suHHlies >or ten more 
3eeDs L Malta le% t7e s7i>t in t7e Nort7 ,>rican 5alL
ance L  Hrece%ing t7e secon% Sattle o> ,lamein an% 
KH,K is 376 3e stan% 7ere to%a6 in >ree%omJJ  
 

I’m very proud to be able to tell you that the national 
tra%ition o> caring >or ot7ers continues to%a6 in Malta 
t7roug7 its 4er6 acti4e National *ouncil o> +omenJ 
 

K7is %e%icate% grouH o> 4olunteers continues t7e carL
ing role o> our >oreLmot7ers %uring t7e siege o> 
+orl% +ar ""J   
 

K7e6 a%4ise t7eir go4ernment on 7o3 t7e Sustaina5le 
De4eloHment o> t7e Maltese "slan%s can continue sucL
cess>ull6, t7e6 are 3orDing to 5alance gen%er issuesJ 
K7e6 are en%ea4ouring to eliminate Ho4ert6J Ko HroL
mote 7ealt7 >or all an%  to ensure e%ucation >or e4eL
r6one L  an% ac7ie4e economic in%eHen%ence >or 
3omen 56 creating Yo5sJ 
 

So on t7is 4er6 sHecial %a6L in a%%ition to t7anDing 
all t7e men o> GHeration Pe%estal L let us all Ha6 
tri5ute to all t7e 3on%er>ul 3omen in our li4es 5ot7 
7ere in ,ustralia an% in MaltaJ  Mo% 5less t7em[ 
 

Leonie Christopherson AM 


